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And they had 
quickly found a 
shared point of 
reference, which 
turned out to be my 
general 
uselessnessuselessnessuselessnessuselessness. I didn’t 
mind. It kept them 
both happy.  
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There was no sharpnesssharpnesssharpnesssharpness to 
him now, no edgeedgeedgeedge. It was 
as if being ill had finally 
made him vulnerable. 
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I opened it slowly feeling 
vaguely panicked for a 
moment that it might me an 
engagement ring. I wasn’t I wasn’t I wasn’t I wasn’t 
ready. I had barely gotten ready. I had barely gotten ready. I had barely gotten ready. I had barely gotten 
my head around having my my head around having my my head around having my my head around having my 

own bedroomown bedroomown bedroomown bedroom   
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Don’t you think it would 
have been fair to 
mention that I was 
basically on suicide 

watch?   
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My grandmother had diedhad diedhad diedhad died a 
month previously after a long 
illness, and that summer was 
veiled in a thin layer of sadness. 
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I felt briefly sorrybriefly sorrybriefly sorrybriefly sorry for Mrs. Traynor 
then. She still wore that haughty 
look of hers, but I could see 
underneath that she seemed a little 
lost, as if she couldn’t quite 
understand what her husband was 
doing. 
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I am pretty hopeless at 
keeping secrets. Treena 
says I touch my nose as 
soon as I even think of 

lying.  
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If you’re worried, I 
have some devious 
secret plan to seduce 
you, you can just pull 
my plug out. 
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